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WAP GENERAL 

Q1. What is WAP? 
Wireless Application Protocol (WAP) is a global industry standard for applications over wireless networks. It means that WAP provides a uniform technology platform with consistent content formats and protocols for delivering Internet and intranet information to digital mobile phones and other wireless devices. 

Q2. Why is WAP needed? 
WAP is needed as a global application platform standard for developers and providers of mobile applications. Without open standard like WAP, applications need to be separately developed for each terminal type, each network type, and even each operator. 
  

Q3. How can I benefit from WAP? 

  

· Corporations and end-users will be provided with more value-added services, which are easy to use directly from a mobile phone. 

· The telecommunications industry is able to avoid overlapping costs and investments when there is a common, open platform and tool for wireless messaging. 

· Operators can differentiate by launching a range of new, interesting services. 

· Developers and content providers are able to access all protocols and carriers with one product. 


Q4. Why should I be interested in WAP? 
WAP brings new business possibilities for corporations by providing a new channel for the existing services and the potential for totally new services that can reach customers 24 hours a day no matter where they are. Since WAP is an open protocol for wireless applications, it provides the same technology to all vendors regardless of the network system. This means that there will be WAP compliant terminals from several manufacturers. Also the server technology is open, which means that an operator or a corporate can select the best alternatives from a wide range of products. The common standard offers economies of scale, encouraging manufacturers, application developers and content providers to invest in developing compatible products. 
  

Q5. Do you believe that the market and consumers are ready for these types of services? Is there a real need for accessing Internet content through a mobile phone? 
We have seen a growing consumer interest towards valued-added services in the advanced markets. Internet has become one of the key resources of any information - be it news, weather forecasts, flight/train/bus information, stock prices and email applications. People are on the move more than before and have a need to access the Internet also then - with their mobile phones. 
  

Q6. What is WAP Forum? 
The WAP Forum is a non-profit industry association to which all industry participants can belong. It has published a global wireless protocol specification based on existing Internet standards such as XML and IP for all wireless networks. Founders of the WAP effort - Nokia, Ericsson, Motorola and Phone.com (ex Unwired Planet) - chartered the Forum and opened it to general membership in January 1998. A year later there were 78 members in the WAP Forum. 
  

Q7. My bank has a Web-based interface. Why should I pay good money for connecting to the mobile network? 
Banking is one of the application areas, which will most certainly benefit from Nokia WAP Server. Being able to check your bank account and carry out transactions using a mobile phone is much more convenient compared to the computer or even a laptop. Mobile phone is easier to use, smaller and lighter and it is always with you like your wallet or watch or keys! 
  

Q8. How expensive it is to use WAP services? 
That depends on the billing model. Using the wireless network creates some costs and using a WAP service might create other costs. It will be bend on service providers. 
  

Q9. WAP is quite limited. I could connect my mobile phone to a portable and have a real browser and real Internet content. 
You hit the point. WAP is designed for limited devices. It is already possible to connect a mobile phone to a portable and have real Internet content - just look how popular and handy it is. WAP terminals are always on, they are instant, ubiquitous, and truly portable. That is where the power of WAP is. 
  

Q10. Is it possible to download decks for later viewing offline? 
WAP terminal can have cache and thus this is possible. It is up to the WAP terminal to make decision about making the call or sending an SMS. Nokia 7110 contains cache.  
  

Q11. What is the future of WAP? 
The protocol will be further developed in the WAP Forum and also more impacted by the new members of the WAP Forum. WAP will be based on the latest existing technologies, which will be supported by the protocol as soon as possible. Market feedback will heavily influence future requirements. 

